
TOWN OF SELMA 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 10, 2015 
 

PRESENT:  Mayor Cheryl Oliver, Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy, Councilmembers Eric Sellers, 

Tommy Holmes and William Overby, Town Manager Jon Barlow, Town Attorney 

Alan “Chip” Hewett, and Deputy Clerk Brenda Thorne. 
   
CONVOCATION:  Mayor Oliver called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Selma Jernigan Building 

and declared a quorum present. 

 

Steve Reed of the Selma News offered the invocation. 
    
PLEDGE TO FLAG:  Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy led in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.   
   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made by Councilmember Tommy Holmes and seconded by 

Councilmember Eric Sellers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
   
CONSENT AGENDA:  Minutes 

Regular Council Meeting –  February 10, 2015 
   

  Budget Ordinance Amendment #7 for FY 2014/2015 – Police Department  

 
TOWN OF SELMA 

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT # 7 

FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Selma, County of Johnston, State of 

North Carolina, and Meeting in Budget Session this 10th day of March 2015 that the Town 

Budget adopted on June 24th 2014, for FY 2014/2015 is hereby amended and adopted: 

 

Section I.  To amend the General Fund (Fund 10) for unanticipated/unbudgeted revenues and 

expenses during FY 2015. The Town’s General Fund (Fund 10) accounts are to be 

amended as follows: 

 

 

Section II.  Copies of this Budget Ordinance Amendment # 7 shall be furnished to the Town 

Clerk, the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer, and shall be available for public 

inspection and audit. 

 

Adopted this 10th day of March 2015. 

Account No. Debit Credit 

10-5100-4990 Equipment/Not Capital 

                        Town’s Matching Funds for GCC Grant 

5,000  

10-5100-3110 Travel/Training 

                        Dog Handler Training 

5,000  

10-3450-0102 Drug Forfeiture Tax  10,000 

   
  Budget Ordinance Amendment #8 for FY 2014/2015 – American Legion 

Appropriation 

 

TOWN OF SELMA 

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT # 8 

FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Selma, County of Johnston, 

State of North Carolina, and Meeting in Budget Session this 10th day of March 2015 

that the Town Budget adopted on June 24th 2014, for FY 2014/2015 is hereby amended 

and adopted: 
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Section I.  To amend the General Fund (Fund 10) for unanticipated/unbudgeted 

revenues and expenses during FY 2015. The Town’s General Fund (Fund 10) 

accounts are to be amended as follows: 

 

 

Section II.  Copies of this Budget Ordinance Amendment # 8 shall be furnished 

to the Town Clerk, the Budget Officer and the Finance Officer, and shall be 

available for public inspection and audit. 

 

Adopted this 10th day of March 2015. 

Account No. Debit Credit 

10-4300-4150 American Legion Post 141 400  

10-4300-3800 Marketing  400 

   
  Councilmember Sellers requested that the February 23rd work session minutes be 

removed and added to the April agenda.   

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Tommy Holmes and seconded by Mayor Pro-

Tem Jackie Lacy to approve the consent agenda as amended.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
   
OPEN FORUM/CITIZENS’ 

REQUESTS – 

Mark Petersen, American 

Legion Post 141 – Plaque 

Presentation: 

 Mark Petersen, Post Commander for American Legion Post 141, Selma, N.C. stated 

that he was here representing Veterans, and they have a special presentation tonight.  

He said that Veterans back in the late 60’s received a black eye.  Mr. Petersen stated 

that an incident happened in Vietnam.  He said that the sins of a few casted appall over 

all Veterans.   

 

Mr. Petersen stated that Police Enforcement Officers recently got a black eye over the 

sins of a few.  He said that we needed to remember the good things that are done.  Mr. 

Petersen recognized a group of Veterans that were also present: Mr. Tom Small, Mr. 

Steve Brown, Mr. Johnny Wheeler, Mr. Jimmy Barbour, Mr. Eric Godwin, and Mr. 

Daryl Washington.  Mr. Petersen stated that the plaque was being presented to the 

Police Department for their service of keeping us safe on a daily basis.  Captain of 

Investigations Ronald Daniels accepted the award. 
   

RECOGNITIONS/ 

PRESENTATIONS –  

Proclamation Declaring 

March as Multiple Sclerosis 

Awareness Month: 

 Mayor Oliver read the following Proclamation Declaring March 2015 as Multiple 

Sclerosis Awareness Month.  She said the Proclamation was sent to us by Christina 

McGraw. 

 

PROCLAMATION DECLARING MARCH AS 

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS AWARENESS MONTH 

 

WHEREAS, Multiple Sclerosis is (MS) is a neurological disease of the central 

nervous system, affecting 2.3 million people worldwide, and every hour of every day 

someone is newly diagnosed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the National Multiple Sclerosis Society – Greater Carolinas Chapter 

reports that in our state more than 13,000 people are diagnosed with MS, and the 

disease generally strikes people in the prime of life between ages 20 through 50.  The 

disease causes unpredictable effects in which the progression, severity and specific 

symptoms cannot be foreseen, and the cause and cure for this often debilitating disease 

remains unknown; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the National Multiple Sclerosis Society – Greater Carolinas Chapter is 

committed to a world free of MS, heightening public knowledge about and insight into 

the disease; and  

 

WHEREAS,  since 1946 the National Multiple Sclerosis Society has been a driving 

force of MS research, relentlessly pursuing prevention, treatment and a cure, and has 

invested more than $868 million in groundbreaking research; and 
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WHEREAS, Funds raised through the National Multiple Sclerosis Society fuel the 

efforts of nearly 380 research projects globally totaling $50.6 million annually at the 

best medical centers, universities and other institutions throughout the United Stated 

and abroad.  Because this MS research has never been more hopeful that it is today; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, discovering the cause, finding a cure, and preventing future generations 

from being diagnosed with MS is an important task that all Americans and North 

Carolinians should support; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Selma, North Carolina recognizes the importance of 

finding the cause and cure of MS, a chronic and often devastating disease, and 

expresses its appreciation for the dedication that the National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society – Greater Carolinas Chapter has shown toward a future free of MS. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Cheryl L. Oliver by virtue of the authority vested in 

me by the Constitution and the laws of the great state of North Carolina, do hereby 

proclaim March 2015 as MS Awareness Month, and do commend this observance to 

all of our citizens.  I encourage all North Carolinians to learn more about multiple 

sclerosis and what they can do to support individuals with MS and their families. 

 

Duly Adopted this 10th day of March 2015. 
   

Introduction of New Auditors 

– Mauldin & Jenkins, CPA: 
 Finance Director Kim Batten introduced Mr. Adam Fraley and Mr. James Bence, of 

Mauldin & Jenkins, a new auditing firm that was just recently hired from Atlanta, 

Georgia.    She said that they have been awarded the contract to audit the Town’s 

accounts.    

 

Mr. Fraley stated that he was here to introduce their firm and answer any questions.  

Mr. Fraley reviewed a handout with Council, which covered commitment to local and 

state governments, investment in governmental industry, quality and continuity of staff, 

their responsiveness, experience with governments, introduction of engagement team 

and the work plan.   

 

Council thanked Mr. Fraley and Mr. Bence for attending tonight’s meeting. 

 

Town Manager Barlow stated that the next step would be to get a formal contract signed 

by Mauldin & Jenkins, CPA. 
   
Special Recognition of Town 

Employee – Bobby Pearce: 
 Councilmember William Overby recognized employee Mr. Bobby Pearce of the Public 

Works Department with a plaque that stated: 

 

For your endless hours of service and dedication in making Selma a better place 

to be.  His positive attitude and ability to motivate people is a great asset to the 

Town of Selma 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy presented to Mr. Pearce on behalf of the citizens of Selma 

an outstanding service award. 

 

Councilmember Tommy Holmes presented Mr. Pearce with a trophy with a backhoe 

on top recognizing his 25 years of dedication to the Town of Selma. 

 

Mayor Oliver and Councilmember Sellers thanked Mr. Pearce for his dedication and 

hard work to the Town.   
   
Waste Industries – Selma 

Contract Sanitation Provider: 
 Mr. Josh Hockiday of Waste Industries stated that he was here tonight to inform 

Council of the exciting news of a new truck coming to Selma.  Mr. Hockiday stated 

that the new truck should arrive sometime in April.  He presented Council with a picture 

of what the new truck would look like.  He said that for 2014-2015 their focus would 
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be on safety.  Mr. Hockiday stated that companies in their industry are going to 

automated trucks, which would allow the operator to dump cans in front of him instead 

of the rear.  He said this would place the driver’s focus on what is happening in front 

on him instead on the back.  Mr. Hockiday stated that they needed help from the citizens 

on can placement.  He said they would be passing out information, and requested the 

help of social media to keep everyone aware of the placement of cans.  Mr. Hockiday 

stated that Waste Industries fleet would be operating on natural gas by year-end 2015. 

 

Councilmember Overby asked if the truck would pick up cans from both sides. 

 

Mr. Hockiday stated that the truck would only pick-up from the right hand side. 

 

Council thanked Mr. Hockiday for his presentation. 
   

PUBLIC HEARINGS/ 

APPEALS –  

Public Hearing & 

Consideration of 

Rezoning/Land Use Map 

Amendment Request by 

Roshaun Holloway: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maurice Soard, 311 Ricks 

Road: 

 Planning Director Julie Maybee stated that in accordance with Selma’s Municipal 

Code, Chapter 17, Article XVII, Section 17-453(b), Mr. Roshaun Holloway submitted 

an application to rezone property located at 209 West Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way 

(Johnston County Tag # 14032037) from an R-10 zoning district to the Central 

Business (CB) zoning district.  She said that Mr. Holloway has requested an 

amendment to the Future Land Use Map from a residential district to a commercial 

designation. 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that the Planning Director’s report was submitted to and reviewed 

by the Planning Board at their January 26, 2015 meeting.  She said that after 

deliberation, the Planning Board adopted a consistency statement.  Ms. Maybee stated 

that based on the findings, the Planning Board recommended approval of the Future 

Land Use map amendment and rezoning request. 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that staff recommends that if Council wishes to approve the 

rezoning, that a consistency statement be approved, and the zoning map be amended. 

 

Councilmember Overby asked if she knew what the goal was for changing from R-10 

to CB zoning district. 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that it was to have more flexibility for what the property could be 

used.  

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and seconded by Councilmember 

Tommy Holmes to open the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously, 7:37 p.m. 

 

Mr. Maurice Soard of 311 Ricks Road, Selma, NC, stated repairs are on-going .  He 

said that as of today, the porch has been finished.  He said that a lot of remodeling has 

been done to that residence.  Mr. Soard stated that the property originally belonged to 

his father, and he wanted to do something to help the community.  Mr. Soard stated 

that he would possibly convert the property into office buildings, but would really like 

to have a transitional home for men or women.  Mr. Soard stated that it would be quiet 

and respectful.  He said that he does not know what he can do with the property, but 

wants to do something good for the community. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and seconded by Councilmember 

William Overby to close the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously, 6:41 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember William Overby and seconded by Mayor Pro-

Tem Jackie Lacy to approve the amendment to the Future Land Use map showing the 

property having a commercial designation, the consistency statement findings, and the 

rezoning of the property from R-10 to Central Business (CB) zoning district.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SELMA ZONING MAP 

ASSIGNING THE CB ZONING DISTRICT  

AND DESIGNATING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP 

 AS COMMERCIAL TO APPROXIMATELY .263 ACRE 

PROPERTY OWNED BY ROSHAUN HOLLOWAY 

 

WHEREAS, approximately .263 acres of property identified by Johnston County 

TAG number 14032037 and located at 209 W. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way in the 

Town of Selma, and 

 

WHEREAS, this property is now assigned the following zoning designation:  Central 

Business (CB) and future land use map designation of commercial, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Selma Planning Board in January 2015 recommended zoning this 

area of jurisdiction Central Business (CB) and with future land use map designation as 

commercial, and 

 

WHEREAS, the required newspaper notices have been given, adjacent property 

owners’ notified, proper hearing notification signs posted, the recommendation from 

the Selma Planning Board has been received, and a public hearing has been held. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF SELMA: 

 

Section 1. The Official Zoning Map of the Town of Selma is amended to change 

the following area to be zoned Central Business (CB): 

 

Land owned by Roshaun Holloway, identified as TAG # 14032037 with 

a calculated area of approximately 0.263 at 209 West Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Way in the Town of Selma, NC. 

 

Section 2.  The Official Future Land Use Map of the Town of Selma is amended to 

change the following area to be designated as commercial 

 

Land owned by Roshaun Holloway, identified as TAG # 14032037 with 

a calculated area of approximately 0.263 at 209 West Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Way in the Town of Selma, NC. 

 

Section 3. All laws and clauses in conflict with this ordinance amendment are 

hereby appealed. 

 

Section 4. This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 

 

DULY ADOPTED THIS 10TH DAY OF MARCH 2015. 
   

Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing 

& Consideration of a Special 

Use Permit by Red Toad: 

 Mayor Oliver stated that this quasi-judicial public hearing was to consider a special use 

permit by Red Toad. 

 

Town Attorney Hewett swore in the following: 

Mr. Rich Kirkland, 9408 Northfield Court, Raleigh, NC 

Mr. Kirkland Odom, 115 Jasmine Drive, Clayton, NC 

Mr. Reynaldo Rodriguez, 215 New Gate Loop, Lake Mary, FL 

Ms. Julie Maybee, 100 North Raiford Street, Selma, NC 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy and seconded by Councilmember 

William Overby to open the public hearing for a special use permit request by Red 

Toad.  Motion carried unanimously, 6:47 p.m. 

 

Planning Director Julie Maybee, Town of Selma, NC 
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Briefly I would like to go over protocol, staff presentation, applicant presentation, 

public comment, further requests, answer requests, other public comments, applicant 

rebuttal, staff recommendation, board decision.  Staff respectfully requests that the staff 

report and exhibits be incorporated as part of the record. 

 

Town Attorney Chip Hewett 

As part of the record, we will show that as being received. 
   

 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 7 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 8 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 9 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 10 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 11 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 12 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 13 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 14 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 15 
  

 

 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 16 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 17 
  

 

 

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 18 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 19 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 20 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 21 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 22 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 23 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 24 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 25 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 26 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 27 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 28 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 29 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 30 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 31 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 32 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 33 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 34 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 35 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 36 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 37 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 38 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 39 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 40 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 41 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 42 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 43 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 44 
  

 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 45 
  

 
 

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 46 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 47 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 48 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 49 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 50 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 51 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 52 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 53 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 54 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 55 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 56 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 57 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 58 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 59 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 60 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 61 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 62 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 63 
  

 
 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 64 
  

 



Council Minutes – March 10, 2015 

Page 65 
  

  Planning Director Julie Maybee, Town of Selma, NC 

At looking at the site it is located at 4451 Buffalo Road, and the property is located in 

the zoning district I2 Zoning District, which requires a special use permit for a solar 

farm in this zoning district.  In accordance with ordinance provisions, the public 

hearing was properly advertised, adjacent property owners notified, the applicant 

notified, and the property posted, as well as the adjacent property owners notified by 

registered mail.  When you look at the zoning district, a solar farm is a permitted as a 

special use in that zoning district.  Access to that site is subject to DOT approval.  This 

would be looking at the site directly from Buffalo Road; it is a heavily wooded site.  

There are a few dilapidated structures on that property.  It abuts the County’s city limits 

in the ETJ.  Looking a little bit further, heavily buffered.  Approximately a 49-acre 

tract.  Approximately 15 acres will be leased.  Just looking at Buffalo Road, there is a 

driveway, existing driveway, going into the site.  This is what it looks like, and on the 

sides.  When you look at the adjacent uses, we have a lot of the terminal facilities; also, 

commercial use located along that road.  Want to reference some supplemental 

information that was received from the applicant addressing some of the required 

findings for a solar farm.  Such as there won’t be any outdoor lighting, the electrical 

wiring will be to State Building Code requirements, the solar panels will be mounted 

so the height of the racking system won’t exceed 20 feet, inverter noise level to be 

measured at the property line will be 40 decibels, all of the farm and components will 

comply with the state building code requirements and also the electrical code.  They 

are not proposing any solar easements; and as far as an interconnection to the system, 

the interconnection would be the utility pole next to the site entrance.  The meter for 

the solar site will be provided by the utility. 

 

Mayor Oliver: 

The second bullet, I’m not sure you addressed that one.  Will the dilapidated buildings 

be removed?  It says not applicable. 

 

Planning Director Julie Maybee: 

They indicated that they were proposing to do that.  It is recommended that those unsafe 

structures be removed from the site.  I’ll get to that point later. 

 

When looking at the special use permit, you need to look at the required findings of 

fact, and the applicant has addressed those findings of fact in the application, and I refer 

to that as contained in the staff report exhibit.  At the Planning Board meeting, the 

Planning Board recommended approval of the request.  They requested further 

information on buffering requirements, and it’s included in your agenda packet along 

with a copy of an aerial photo showing the heavy vegetation around the perimeter of 

the site.  There will also be security fencing going around the farm.  At the Planning 

Board meeting, they incorporated the applicant’s findings of fact as their own. 

 

If you have any questions, I’ll be glad to address them.  I have recommended, staff 

recommends that the Council adopt the findings of fact in considering this request, and 

also make sure that they comply with state and local laws, and also consider the 

property being annexed into Town, and the dilapidated buildings be removed. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy: 

Did you say that’s what the Planning Board recommended? 

 

Planning Director Julie Maybee: 

The Planning Board did not address the dilapidated structures, but what they did 

address is that they incorporate the findings as their own, and approved the special use 

permit with the condition that buffering be established to a better degree and grounds 

be maintained.  In referring to that, they were discussing any grass or weeds that they 

comply with our ordinance provisions. 

 

Mayor Oliver: 

We have three individuals who have signed up that were previously sworn in.  Please 

come up in the order you like to present. 
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Town Attorney Chip Hewett: 

For the record the applicant is an LLC corporation, and is represented by counsel.  They 

are compliant. 

 

Attorney Kirkland Odom, 115 Jasmine Drive, Clayton, N.C. 

Attorney Odom presented to Council Exhibits A, B, C, and D to be exhibited into 

evidence. 

 

First, I would like to thank you for allowing me to be here tonight.  As you know, my 

client he here applying for a special use permit for the operation of a solar farm located 

here in the Town of Selma.  I am honored to be here for such a project as this.  Why 

solar power?  Solar energy is a well established technology that has been tried and 

tested for decades.  Solar is globally recognized as one of the most important and 

successful energy generating technologies available.  The government has recognized 

this as such and is active to promote the solar generation across the country.  It has low 

impact, great for local wildlife, has a very limited impact on local communities, and 

performs well in the North Carolina climate.  The generation of electricity from PV 

solar panels is safe and effective, because PV systems do not burn fossil fuel fire 

generation technology.  In fact, according to the U.S. Department of Energy, power-

generating technologies has little environmental impact as PV solar farms.  The solar 

panels themselves are made of silicon.  The solar panels have no moving parts and 

create no emissions at all; toxic or otherwise.  Solar panels do not emit radiation; and 

therefore, do not interfere with equipment such as mobile phones, heart monitors, pace 

makers, hearing aids or TV reception.  Our solar panels are designed to absorb light as 

opposed to reflecting light; thus, eliminating reflectivity to the point that the FAA has 

approved similar solar sites adjacent to airports like that.  Are there any issues with bird 

collisions on the solar panels?  Not with PV solar panels. Issues that many people have 

heard about have been with bird deaths have been with what are called utility scale 

solar thermal farms that concentrates the sun’s rays on the large towers.  Those issues 

are not a concern of our type of solar project, which is known as the standard fuel 

installed PV solar array.  As far as wildlife is concerned, the solar farm is essentially a 

major reserve that is left largely untouched for 15 or more years.  Solar farms have 

proved to be a true asset by giving declining wildlife like bees farmland birds zoning.  

What effect would a solar farm have on surrounding property owners in the area the 

farm is located?  Presuming the impact study performed by the proposed solar farm, 

and based on information obtained in the study the analyst concurred no impact on 

sales prices for residential, agriculture, or vacant residential land that adjoins existing 

solar farms included in the study.  In fact, the impact study states that the compatibility 

of solar farms adjoining agricultural and residential uses is strongly supported.  Solar 

farms have been placed in many types of areas including within a quarter mile of the 

Governor’s Club in Chapel Hill where properties continue to sell for $300,000 to over 

$2,000,000. Several real estate professionals were consulted in the study and the 

conclusion arrived at is that a solar farm is an attractive point for customers and 

residential development as opposed to a manufacturer.  Developers have even 

expressed interest in adding a solar farm project as a working tool for their development 

project.  What about when the solar farm project expires?  The great thing about solar 

farms is after the project has been decommissioned, the entire area will return to its 

original state.  It will be returned to that state with no ecological or environmental 

damage to be caused by the solar farm.  The project for which we are applying for a 

special use permit is located at 4451 Buffalo Road and is currently owned by Roberts 

and Wellons.  The project site is approximately 15 acres out of 49 acres.  The proposed 

use is a 1.99 megawatt solar farm.   

 

At this point, I‘m going to state how the applicant is compliant with the specific 

conditions required by the solar farm ordinance for the Town of Selma.  I’ve submitted 

four exhibits into evidence, which I’ll refer to in establishing necessary burden of proof 

to the applicant.  First of all, I would like to point out the applicant in addition to 

satisfying  the requirements of the local Planning Board and Town Council, also must 

register with the North Carolina Utility Commission before the report of proposed 
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construction and application to register a renewable energy facility.  Furthermore, they 

have to register for the federal energy renewable credit, all of which has been done.  In 

regards to specific conditions required by the Town of Selma ordinance, the applicant 

states as follows:  as indicated on the solar impact studies entered into Exhibit A, the 

panels installed on mounting system will not exceed 20 feet high.  The actual height 

being closer to 12 feet.  As shown on the site plan, which has been entered into evidence 

as Exhibit B, you can see the location of the solar panels and the inverter path and the 

25-foot solar farm access roads.  The panels are about 40 feet from the property line 

with a 15-foot planning buffer in which five small evergreen trees and five small 

evergreen bushes are planted for every 100 linear feet.  A six foot chain-linked fence 

will exist inside the 15 foot planning buffer and the solar panels will be set back 25 

additional feet from the fencing.  Also, I know you guys talked about this before, there 

are no structures to be removed from the property prior to the beginning of construction 

of the solar farm.  Those dilapidated structures are actually behind the 15 acres that is 

proposed to be used, which is across the front of the property.  However, anything 

found in that 15 acres will be removed.  The only parking requirement for this site is 

for the cleaning of the panels, which occurs once every six months, or the occasional 

maintenance of the panels.  The 25-foot access easement will provide more than enough 

parking for semi-annual cleaning and required maintenance.  As far as solar access 

easements, the applicant does not foresee the necessity.  As shown on the site plan, 

Exhibit B, the interconnection point with Duke Energy is located at the front of the 

property where the disconnect is also located.  The only additional structure that will 

be constructed is the required housing of two inverters and a mounted transformer, 

which will be located in the middle of the facility.  The area of impervious surfaces is 

only 400 square feet, which is composed of two 20-foot by 10-foot slabs that will hold 

the required housing for the inverters and mounted transformer.  As I mentioned before, 

shown on the site plan, Exhibit B, the solar farm will be fully screened from adjoining 

property with an evergreen buffer capable of reaching a height of 10 feet within three 

years of planting, and at least 75% opacity at the time of planting.  There is no outdoor 

lighting proposed for the solar farm.  All wiring for the system will be underground 

with the exception of the interconnect point.  The solar panels will be mounted on the 

racks according to manufacturer specifications and the mounting structure, which is a 

fixed structure, will be comprised of materials approved by the manufacturer that are 

able to fully support the system components and withstand adverse weather conditions.  

The mounting structures will be spaced apart at the distance recommended by the 

manufacturer to ensure safety and maximum efficiency.  The solar panels will only be 

mounted on these racks.  Not any other structure.  The applicant will comply with the 

restrictions on signage at the solar farm.  In regard to the removal plan, submitted into 

evidence as Exhibit C, decommissioning will occur if any of the following conditions 

occur:  a) the land lease ends; b) the system does not produce power for 12 months, or 

c) the system is damaged and will not be repaired or replaced.  If any of these conditions 

occur, the applicant will remove all non-utility owned equipment to a depth of at least 

three feet below grade, all graveled areas, access roads, and fencing unless the owner 

of the land requests in writing for it to stay in place, and will restore the land to the 

condition it was in before the solar farm development project.  Copies of the proposed 

lease agreement between the applicant and the owner of the property have been 

submitted into evidence as Exhibit D.  The applicant has applied for, but not yet 

obtained conditional approval from Duke Energy.  We are currently in the study 

process and expect to have approval within the next 60 days.  The farm and components 

will meet all requirements of the N.C. state building code, in addition to complying 

with the current edition of the National Electric Code, UL listed, will be NEC 

compliant, and are designed with an anti-reflective coating.  As I stated earlier, the 

electrical disconnect switch will be at the proposed interconnection point, shown on 

the site plan, Exhibit B, which is where the utility meter will be located.  The inverter 

noise level, measured at the property line, will not exceed 40dBA and in actuality will 

be practically silent at the property line, as indicated in the Solar Impact Study, Exhibit 

A. 

 

Now, in regard to the requirement that the access roads or entrance and exit drives are 

or will be sufficient in size and properly located to ensure automotive and pedestrian 
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safety and convenience, traffic flow, and control and access in case of fire or other 

emergency.  The applicant states that the access roads will conform to all applicable 

regulations to ensure minimum impact on traffic conditions and easy emergency 

inbound and outbound traffic.  The proposed access roads into the facility are shown 

on the site plan, Exhibit B, and with the exception of the construction period, will only 

be used for the occasional cleaning and maintenance of the solar panel equipment.  As 

indicated in the Solar Impact Study, Exhibit A, the farm will have no on-site employees 

or staff and the additional traffic incurred as a result of this project is insignificant.  In 

regard to whether the necessary public and private facilities and services will be 

adequate to handle the proposed use.  The applicant states that with the exception of 

the interconnection point that will be provided by the utility company, the necessary 

public and private facilities that are required to adequately handle the needs of the solar 

farm facility are already in place.  In fact, with the exception of the utility company 

interconnection, the only services that are required will be the supply of a small amount 

of water for usage in cleaning the solar panel structures twice a year, as well as any 

possible irrigation of the planting buffer required to be installed by the applicant.  In 

regard to whether the location and arrangement of the use of the site, screening, 

buffering, landscaping, and pedestrian ways will not impair the integrity or character 

of adjoining properties and the general area and minimize adverse impacts to public 

health, safety and general welfare.  The applicant states the following:  The landscape 

of the property will be regularly maintained, and as shown on the comparison of the 

three matched pairs in the Solar Impact Study, Exhibit A, the facility has no impact on 

the integrity of adjacent properties.  Also as indicated in Exhibit A, in the section 

regarding Harmony and Compatibility of Use, the proposed use is compatible with the 

area’s mostly agricultural zoning, as it preserves green space from more aggressive 

forms of development.  In addition, the proposed use is even compatible with the 

residential environment.  As shown in the Solar Impact Study, the solar farm is often 

considered a plus for the residential development community, and in no way does it 

diminish the value or the attractiveness for residential development.  Furthermore, the 

land can be returned to its original use with no need for ecological cleaning once the 

lease is up.  The facility is fenced and will pose no risk to public health, safety, or 

general welfare.   

And finally, in regard to whether the use or development conforms to general plans for 

the physical development of the Town’s planning jurisdiction, as embodied in this 

chapter, the Town’s land use plan, or other development policies, as adopted by the 

Town Council.  Applicant states the proposed use is permitted and regulated by the 

Town’s ordinances and it is not at odds with its land use plan.  The site is located in an 

existing industrial-agricultural area, in which the entire area is centered on energy 

production and distribution. 

 

The applicant has now shown the hearing body all conditions for approval of the special 

use permit have been satisfied.  Applicant requests the hearing body approve the special 

use permit for the proposed solar farm. 

 

Town Attorney Chip Hewett: 

For the record, we are going to receive into evidence Exhibits A, B, C, and D that have 

been presented by the applicant. 

 

Attorney Kirkland Odom: 

Mr. Rodriguez, please confirm that all the information that I have provided to the Town 

Council is accurate. 

 

Renaldo Rodriguez, Red Toad, Inc., 215 New Gate Loop, Lake Mary, FL 

It is accurate. 

 

First, I would like to thank the Town of Selma for having an expedited process for 

getting the special use permit approved for us.  We currently have 17 projects in the 

state of North Carolina.  I’m open to questions. 

 

Rich Kirkland, Kirkland Appraisals, LLC, 9408 Northfield Court, Raleigh, NC: 
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I provided the reports to Mr. Odom and Mr. Rodriguez.  I don’t want to repeat 

everything Mr. Odom presented. I’ll just ask if anyone has any questions about the 

reports? 

 

Council had no questions. 

 

With no one else wishing to speak, a motion was made by Councilmember Sellers and 

seconded by Councilmember Tommy Holmes to close the public hearing.  Motion 

carried unanimously.  7:16 p.m. 

 

Town Attorney Chip Hewett asked property owner Attorney Allen Wellons if he had 

any issues with the application as presented? 

 

Mr. Wellons stated that he did not have any issues. 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and seconded by Councilmember    
to accept the applicant’s findings of fact as our own, and approve the special use permit 
on the condition that the contiguous property be voluntary annexed into the Town limits 
including the 15 acres for the solar farm.  Motion carried unanimously. 

   
Public Hearing & 

Consideration of a 

Development Ordinance Text 

Amendment by the Planning 

Board: 

 Planning Director Julie Maybee stated that the Planning Board has requested an 

ordinance amendment be made to Chapter 17, Article XVI, Section 17-432 to change 

the quorum to consist of four members instead of five.  She said that a draft consistency 

statement and draft ordinance were included in their packet for their consideration. 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy and seconded by Councilmember 

Tommy Holmes to open the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously, 7:26 p.m. 

 

No one present wishing to address Council, a motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem 

Jackie Lacy and seconded by Councilmember Tommy Holmes to close the public 

hearing, 7:27 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy to approve the ordinance 

amendment to Chapter 17, Article XVI, Section 17-432(g) reducing the quorum of the 

Planning Board from five members to four.   

 

Councilmember Overby questioned why no one had been appointed to fill the vacant 

position on the Planning Board? 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that she would look into; however, this was an issue for the Town 

Clerk and Johnston County since it was an extraterritorial position. 

 

Mayor Oliver called for a vote.  Voting Yes:  Mayor Cheryl Oliver, Mayor Pro-Tem 

Jackie Lacy, and Councilmembers Tommy Holmes and Eric Sellers.  Voting No:  

Councilmember William Overby.  Motion carried. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SELMA MUNICIPAL CODE 

CHAPTER 17 – DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS,  

ARTICLE XVI – ADMINISTRATIVE MECHANISMS 

SECTION – 17-432 – PLANNING BOARD 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL of the Town of Selma: 

 

Section 1. The Selma Municipal Code, Chapter 17 – Development Regulations, 

Article XVI – Administrative Mechanisms, Section 17-432(g) – Planning Board – 

Quorum and voting, is hereby amended to be removed and replaced with the following: 

 

Sec. 17-432 (g).  Quorum and voting.  A quorum of the planning board, necessary to 

take any official action, shall consist of four (4) members.  The concurring vote if a 

simple majority of those members present shall be necessary to take any official action. 
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Section 2. All laws and clauses in conflict with this ordinance amendment are hereby 

repealed. 

 

Section 3. That this ordinance amendment shall be effective March 10, 2015. 

 

DULY ADOPTED THIS THE 10TH DAY OF MARCH 2015. 

 

Attorney Hewett stated that Senate Bill #51 regarding the extraterritorial jurisdictions 

is close to being resolved.  He said that he expects at any time the ETJ districts being 

eliminated. 
   
Public Hearing & 

Consideration of Contiguous 

Annexation Request by 

William & Jake Eason: 

 Planning Director Julie Maybee stated that an owner-initiated voluntary annexation 

petition was filed by James William Eason and Jake Eason.  She said the subject .54 

acre property is located at 1394 West Noble Street, Selma, NC (Johnston County Tag 

# 14001006).  She said the property is contiguous with Town limits.  Ms. Maybee stated 

that the property has a single family dwelling on the lot, and the property is served by 

Town water and sewer. 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that the property is currently located in the Town’s extraterritorial 

jurisdiction (ETJ) and is zoned Industrial 1 District.  She stated that the single family 

dwelling on the property was a permitted non-conforming use according to Chapter 17, 

Article XIII. 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that notice of the public hearing on the question of annexation, was 

published in the newspaper in accordance with North Carolina General Statute 

requirements, and applicable parties notified by mail. 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that staff recommends approval of the voluntary annexation request. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and seconded by Councilmember 

William Overby to open the public hearing. Motion carried unanimously, 7:23 p.m. 

 

With no one present wishing to speak, a motion was made by Councilmember William 

Overby and seconded by Councilmember Tommy Holmes to close the public hearing.  

Motion carried unanimously, 7:24 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem 

Jackie Lacy to approve an ordinance to extend the corporate limits of the Town of 

Selma by voluntary annexation of property owned by James William Eason identified 

by Johnston County Tag #14001006.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF 

THE TOWN OF SELMA, NORTH CAROLINA 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Selma Town Council has received a petition under G.S. 

160A-31 for contiguous annexation of the area described below; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Selma Town Council has by resolution directed the 

Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Clerk has certified the sufficiency of the petition and a 

public hearing on the question of the annexation of a 0.54-acre tract located on Ricks 

Road owned by James William Eason, was held at the Jernigan Building, 110 East 

Anderson Street, Selma, North Carolina at 6:00 p.m. on March 10, 2015 after due 

notice by the Selma News on February 26 and March 5, 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Selma Town Council finds that the petition meets the 

requirements of G.S. 160A-31;   
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of 

Selma, North Carolina that: 

 

Section 1. By virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-31, the following 

described territory is hereby annexed and made part of the Town of Selma, as of March 

10, 2015: 

 

“BEGINNING at a stake in the Southern Railroad bounds, Parker heirs’ 

corner, runs with the Parker Heirs’ line South 38 degrees West 260 feet to a 

stake in the line of Highway right-of-way; thence along the line of right-of-

way in a northerly direction 105 feet to a stake, corner of Lot No. 1; thence 

with the line of Lot No. 1 North 38 degrees East 238 feet to the Southern 

Railroad bounds; thence along the line of Southern Railroad bounds South 51 

degrees East 98 feet to the BEGINNING and containing 56/100 of an acre, 

more or less, and being Lot No. 10 as shown by map and survey of the C.L. 

Eason lands made by H.A. Herring Registered Surveyor, January 21-23, 

1950.” 

Section 2. Upon and after March 10, 2015, the above-described territory and its 

citizens and property shall be subject to all debts, laws, ordinances, and regulations in 

force in the Town of Selma and shall be entitled to the same privileges and benefits as 

other parts of the Town of Selma.  Said territory shall be subject to municipal taxes 

according to G.S. 160A-58.10. 

 

Section 3. The Mayor of the Town of Selma shall cause to be recorded in the office 

of the Register of Deeds of Johnston County, and in the office of the Secretary of State 

at Raleigh, North Carolina, an accurate map of the annexed territory, described in 

Section 1 above, together with a duly certified copy of this ordinance.  Such a map shall 

also be delivered to the Johnston County Board of Elections, as required by G.S. 163-

288.1. 

 

ADOPTED THIS 10th DAY OF MARCH 2015. 
   

PLANNING/ZONING/ 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT –  

Consideration of Special Use 

Permit by Eco Energy: 

 Planning Director Julie Maybee stated at the February 10, 2015 Town Council meeting 

held a quasi-judicial public hearing on a special use permit request from Eco Energy, 

Incorporated for the installation and operation of two (2) one hundred the (110) foot 

diameter, fifty-four (54) foot tall bulk storage tanks for the wholesale storage and 

distribution of ethanol on a sixty (60) acre plus parcel of land on the south side of West 

Oak Street, Selma, NC.  She said the property was zoned Industrial 2 (I-2), are owned 

by Minnie Tedder, and are referenced as Johnston County ID Tag # 14054014.   

 

Ms. Maybee stated that Council deliberated and voted on each findings of fact, and 

Council conditionally approve the special use permit.  She said that the applicant 

needed to provide additional information to Council concerning finding of fact #2. 

 

Ms. Maybee requested Town Council to consider the information presented by the 

applicant at this meeting, and to vote as to whether the applicant has satisfied the 

conditions for special use permit approval. 

 

Attorney David Mills of Smithfield, N.C. presented information to Council from 

Norfolk Southern Railway that was requested by Council.  He said that he would be 

glad to answer any questions that Council had.  Council took a few minutes to review 

the document. 

 

Attorney Mills stated that Norfolk Southern is stating that they would pull the plug on 

the project if they found anything with the railway that wasn’t quite right. 
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Attorney Hewett stated that he would receive the paperwork that Attorney Mills 

provided as supplemental evidence to the prior hearing. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember William Overby and seconded by 

Councilmember Eric Sellers to affirm the five findings of fact from the prior meeting 

without any conditions, Motion carried unanimously.   

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and seconded by Councilmember 

Tommy Holmes to approve the Special Use Permit for Eco Energy, LLC based on the 

entire record, and conforms to the Town’s consistency statement.   Motion carried 

unanimously. 
   

Appearance Commission 

Report: 
 Planning Director Julie Maybee stated that she wanted to give Council an update on 

the accomplishments of the Appearance Commission.  She said that Appearance 

Committee was established through the Town’s Code of Ordinance and through North 

Carolina General Statutes, which gives Towns the authority to create an Appearance 

Commission.  She said this Commission is made up of nine members:  Ms. Dina 

Flowers, Chair, Ms. Catherine Gutierrez, Ms. Louise White, Ms. Sherry Simms, Mr. 

Johnny Wheeler, Ms. Sherry Brown, Ms. Pauline Brown, Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy 

and Ms. Deloris Perry.  Ms. Maybee stated that Mayor Cheryl Oliver also attends the 

meetings.  

 

Ms. Maybee reviewed with Council some of the responsibilities of the Appearance 

Committee.  She said that they initiate, promote, and assist in the implementation of 

programs of general community beautification in Selma.  Ms. Maybee stated that they 

review and make recommendations on the appropriateness of public facilities, 

including building, landscaping, and facades.  She said that they provide leadership and 

guidance on the matter of community design and appearance.  Ms. Maybee stated that 

they participate in a number of programs, and prepare a number of general and specific 

plans for approval for the community. 

 

Ms. Maybee stated that the Commission work long and hard to develop Vick Park that 

is located on Anderson Street, beside the Jernigan Building.  She said that this 

Commission has worked tirelessly over the years serving on clean-up projects.  Ms. 

Maybee stated that they provide leadership and guidance on matters of community 

design and appearance.  She said the group participates in a number of programs  and 

is actively trying to find a way to promote the community and beautification. 

 

Mayor Pro-tem Jackie Lacy stated that the committee meets the third Thursday of each 

month in the Town Hall conference room at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Oliver thanked the Appearance Commission for all that they do for Selma. 
   
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

& RECOMMENDATIONS –  

Traffic Sign Installation: 

 Town Manager Barlow presented to Council a request by Jane Williamson for a “Slow 

– Children at Play” sign to be placed near the intersection of West Elizabeth and Cherry 

Streets.   

 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy and seconded by Councilmember 

William Overby to approve the installation of the street sign “Slow – Children at Play” 

near the intersection of West Elizabeth and Cherry Streets.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
   
Records Retention Schedule 

Amendments: 
 Town Manager Barlow stated that the Town received from the N.C. Department of 

Cultural Resources amendments to the Records Retention Schedule that was adopted 

by Council on February 12, 2013.  He said that this schedule assists departments with 

how long certain records must be kept before being destroyed. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and seconded by Councilmember 

Tommy Holmes to approve the amendments to the Records Retention Schedule as 

requested by the N.C. Department of Cultural Resources.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Financial Reports:  Town Manager Barlow stated that last month, Council requested that the Financial 

Reports be removed from the Consent Agenda and added back as a discussion item.  

He said that for the month ending February 2015, this put the Town 66% through the 

fiscal year.    Mr. Barlow stated that since February was so short, March would look 

great with three due dates.  He said that revenues would be affected; but overall, 

revenues look great at 73% versus expenditures at 66%. 

 

Town Manager Barlow stated that the Powell Bill was a little short.  He said that the 

utility franchise comes quarterly with only two distributions at 51%.  Mr. Barlow stated 

that the current year property taxes are at 91%.  He said that things have improved in 

the Water Fund with revenues at nearly 66% and expenditures at 55%.  Mr. Barlow 

stated that the Sewer Fund was at 66% of estimated revenues; however, expenditures 

are a little off due paying Johnston County a month in arrears.   

 

Town Manager Barlow stated that electric sales were way down.  He said that there are 

issues with the prepaid accounts.  He said that they are trying to get the revenue to show 

in the general ledger. 

 

Town Manager Barlow stated that in the Year-to-Date Comparison, revenues looked 

solid.  He said that the General Fund is ahead of where it was last fiscal year.  Mr. 

Barlow stated that on the expenditure side, nothing really concerned him.   
   

TOWN ATTORNEY’S 

REPORT –  

House Bill 51 – ETJ: 

 

 

Update on Taxicab Franchise 

Ordinance: 

 Town Attorney Hewett stated that House Bill 51 (ETJ) passed the first reading on 

February 5th and has been referred to the Local Government Committee, and is still in 

the committee.   

 

Town Attorney Hewett presented Council a draft copy of an ordinance amendment to 

Chapter 6 regarding taxicab franchise agreements.  He said that he wanted to repeal the 

top part of Chapter 6, which deals with privilege licenses that would be eliminated on 

July 1, 2015.  Attorney Hewett stated that quarterly inspections by the Police 

Department would be removed.  He said that the franchise renewal would be changed 

from one year to three years.  Attorney Hewett stated that the yearly permit requirement 

for drivers would change to three years.   

 

Attorney Hewett stated that he would have the original ordinance amendment for 

Council’s approval at the April meeting. 
   
MAYOR’S REPORT AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS –  

Status of Duke Energy 

Progress Purchase of 

NCEMPA’s Nuclear Power 

Plant Assets: 

 Mayor Oliver stated that the Duke Energy Progress purchase of NCEMPA’s nuclear 

power plant assets is still moving along smoothly. 

   
New Businesses:  Browe 

Construction and Platform 

Brand Identity and Graphic 

Design: 

 Mayor Oliver stated that she wanted to announce two new businesses:  Browe 

Construction located in Oak Tree Business Park, and Platform Brand Identity and 

Graphic Design on Raiford Street. 

   
Update on Potential Tenants 

for 101 East Anderson Street 

Building: 

 Mayor Oliver stated that the potential tenants of 101 East Anderson Street have decided 

to move forward on getting their website up and going, as well as their LLC.  She said 

that they have decided to wait on renting 101 East Anderson Street at this time. 

 

Mayor Oliver stated that the other potential tenant, Neil Stephenson, still was not sure 

what he is going to do at this time. 

 

Mayor Oliver stated that before Town Clerk Claudia Greenfield left, interest was raised 

in making it an antique and coin shop.  However, Mayor Oliver has not heard from 

them. 

 

Mayor Oliver stated that the space is open for anyone to rent. 
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Opportunities for Non-Profits 

and Citizens to Provide Input 

for 2015/2016 Budget: 

 Mayor Oliver questioned what was the appropriate time to have non-profits to come 

before Council to request funding for the next fiscal year.  She recommended that 

Administration to send out letters to those non-profits to attend the April meeting and 

present their requests. 
   
Date for March Work Session:  Mayor Oliver stated that on March 18, there would be the Johnston County Parks and 

Recreation Read-Out at Johnston Community College. 

 

She said that Town Hall Day would be on March 18th at 6:00 p.m. at the Clayton Center. 

 

Mayor Oliver stated that the Johnston County Economic Development Commission 

presented a recognition plaque to Atkinson Mill for their 260 years in Johnston County.   
   

COUNCILMEMBERS’ 

REPORT AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 Councilmember Overby stated that he had one recommendation.  He said that since 

they were in discussions with an IT firm, he would like to see Council do away with 

the paper packets, and move forward with an electronic version.  Councilmember 

Overby stated that this would save the Town money in paper costs. 

 

Council agreed to discuss this issue at a later meeting. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy stated that she agreed with Mr. Mark Petersen’s comment 

regarding our Police Department.  She said that they should be given more credit for 

the job that they do. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Jackie Lacy asked if the Town had a disaster plan? 

 

Fire Chief Phillip McDaniel stated that Johnston County was in the process of updating 

its Hazard Mitigation Plan, which includes all the Towns in Johnston County.  He said 

would coming to the Towns in two to three months for their approval. 
   

CLOSED SESSION:  Town Attorney Hewett advised Council that they needed to go into closed session per 

N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(3) and (4) to discuss a potential litigation and to discuss an 

economic development issue.  He informed everyone that no action would be taken.                

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Tommy Holmes and seconded by 

Councilmember Eric Sellers to go into closed session.  Motion carried unanimously.  

8:15 p.m. 

 

Council returned to regular session at 8:42 p.m. with no action taken. 
   

ADJOURNMENT:  With no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Eric Sellers and 

seconded by Councilmember William Overby to adjourn.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.     

             

 

 

 

             _________________________________________ 

                   BRENDA W. THORNE, DEPUTY CLERK 

 


